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12 June 2003
Justice, Revenge, and Fire in Agamemnon
In the trilogy, The Oresteia, Aeschylus explores the themes of justice and revenge.
Agamemnon, the first play of the trilogy explores Clytemnestra’s dual motives for Agamemnon's
murder in relation to the themes of justice and revenge. On one hand, murdering Agamemnon is
an act of justice bringing light of truth to the darkness of her husband's act of sacrificing their
daughter Iphigeneia. However, Agamemnon’s murder can also be viewed as an act of violent
revenge that creates an unending circle of retributional murders in the house of Atreus. In
Agamemnon, Aeschylus uses the symbol of fire to explore the two different views of
Clytemnestra’s motives and actions.
Today, it is hard to imagine a justice system similar to the system underway in Greek
society when Aeschylus wrote his plays. The system of justice in a Greek society allows one to
view Clytemnestra's murder as a form of true justice bringing light to a dark matter, rather than a
cold, ruthless murder. The old Greek tradition demanded that a family member seek retribution for
the murder of his/her kin by killing the person responsible for the murder. In writing The Oresteia,
Aeschylus gives Clytemnestra justifiable motive to murder her husband. Agamemnon sacrifices
their daughter Iphigeneia to the God Artemis so that he and his men can continue on to conquer
Troy. The Greek justice system allowed retribution in the form of murder, and Clytemnestra may
have solely been following the tradition of Greek justice by killing Agamemnon. Agamemnon
murdered her daughter, and therefore,
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The rules below are in accordance with the Modern Language Association’s MLA Handbook 7 th Edition.
Consult the MLA Handbook in the IVCC Writing Center or in Jacobs Library if you have more questions.

Heading. On the first page, in the upper left-hand corner, place your name, your instructor’s name,
the course, and the date on separate double-spaced lines. Write the date in the Day Month Year
format, as in 14 May 2008.
Title of Your Essay. Center the title. Do not underline or bold the title. It should be double spaced
from the text of the paper. No extra spaces are needed.
Titles of Other Works. If you mention titles of other works in your essay, follow these rules. Use
italics for titles of larger, whole works and quotation marks for titles of shorter works that are parts
of larger works. In other words, cite entire works using italics and smaller works or parts of works
using quotation marks. (Note: underlining is not used in any style.)
Page Numbers. Number all pages in the upper right corner of the page preceded by your last
name. In Word 2007, click on the Insert menu. Click on Page Number. Choose the top right
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change the font of the name and page number by clicking on the Home tab. Click the red X at the
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