
Illinois Valley Community College 
Institutional Policy on Distance Education 

 
IVCC online courses must comply with the coursework or equivalencies for the credit hour as stated in board policy; 
Credit Hour, 2.11; It is the policy of the Board of Trustees that a credit hour represents the student work required to 
demonstrate achievement of defined learning outcomes to be accomplished in fifty minutes of direct instruction and two 
hours of out-of-class work each week for the equivalent of a fifteen week semester. Courses and academic activities 
where direct instruction is not the primary mode of learning, such as online and hybrid courses comprise an equivalent 
amount of course related work (three hours per week for fifteen weeks) in any combination of direct instruction and out-
of-class activities except as follows: lab instruction, studio work, and clinical work (minimum of two hours per week for 
fifteen weeks) and internships/practica (up to 5 hours per week for fifteen weeks). 
 
Example: 
Three Credit Hour Course: 170 minutes per week for 15 weeks = 2550 minutes x 3 credit hours = 7650 minutes /16 
weeks = 478 minutes /60 = ~8 hours per week for the course. 

*This course should have a minimum time commitment of about 8 hours per week. 
 

Orientation to Online Learning 
All students completing their first online class at IVCC are required to participate in an orientation to online 
learning.  The students get hands-on experience with different types of learning activities, such as online quizzes, 
discussions, and assignment submissions.  The content of the orientation focuses on critical information for online 
students, and it provides success strategies specific to online courses.  The orientation is offered online or in the 
classroom.  Students who do not successfully complete the orientation are administratively withdrawn from online 
classes. 

 

Student Identify Verification 
 
Illinois Valley Community College is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission, 
https://www.ivcc.edu/cqi.aspx?id=10532   IVCC complies with HLC Policy: Practices for Verification of Student Identity, 
Number FDCR.A.10.050, by providing each registered student with a secure login and passcode.   
Individual instructors may choose to administer proctored examinations.  IVCC also provides instructors with access to a 
lockdown browser (Respondus) by which the instructor may, by settings, lock a student into the learning management 
system browser while taking a test, or require the student to be monitored by webcam and recorded during a testing 
session. 
 

Distance Education Fees 
IVCC does not charge fees specific to online classes.  As of summer, 2019, tuition and standard fees per credit hour are 
$133.00, inclusive of $125.60 per credit hour tuition and $7.40 per credit hour standard fee.  Out of district residents pay 
$355.78 per credit hour and out of state residents pay $384.88 per credit hour 

https://www.ivcc.edu/cqi.aspx?id=10532

