
March 2022  Page 1 of 4  

   

ILLINOIS VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
 

COURSE OUTLINE 
 

DIVISION: Nursing 
 

COURSE: NUR 1205 Pharmacology I for the Nursing Student 
 

 
Date: Fall 2022 

 
Credit Hours:  1.5 

 
Complete all that apply or mark “None” where appropriate: 

Prerequisite(s):  Acceptance into the Nursing Program 
 
Enrollment by assessment or other measure?  Yes  No  
If yes, please describe: 
 
Corequisite(s):  None 
 
Pre- or Corequiste(s): Concurrent enrollment or completion of prerequisites/co-

requisites as outlined in Guide Sheets for PN and ADN 
programs  

 
Consent of Instructor:   Yes   No 

 
Delivery Method:    Lecture 1.5  Contact Hours (1 contact = 1 credit hour) 

  Seminar  0  Contact Hours (1 contact = 1 credit hour) 

  Lab   0  Contact Hours (2-3 contact = 1 credit hour) 

  Clinical   0  Contact Hours (3 contact = 1 credit hour) 

  Online      

  Blended 

  Virtual Class Meeting (VCM) 

   
Offered:   Fall       Spring       Summer  
 
CATALOG DESCRIPTION and IAI NUMBER (if applicable): 
This course is designed to prepare the nursing student to safely administer medications 
in the clinical setting. The intent of this course is to introduce the nursing student to the 
fundamentals of drug therapy and pharmacotherapeutics of nursing practice. The focus 
of major drug classifications and specific medicinal agents will be discussed in relation 
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to pharmacodynamics, pharmacokinetics, therapeutic use, adverse reactions, and 
precautions. Major classifications studied in this course include, Anti-inflammatory 
Agents, Non-narcotic and Narcotic Analgesics, and Anti-infective Agents. Students who 
successfully complete NUR 1205 with a “C” or greater will continue the study of 
pharmacology in NUR 1206. 
 
ACCREDITATION STATEMENTS AND COURSE NOTES: 
The IVCC Associate Degree Nursing Program is accredited by the Accreditation 
Commission for Education of Nursing (ACEN). This course is part of the nursing 
curriculum used to prepare students for entry into the nursing profession. Students must 
earn a C or better in this course to progress in the nursing program.  
 
COURSE TOPICS AND CONTENT REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Principles of Pharmacology 
a. Drug Approval Process 
b. Fundamentals of Drug Therapy 

2. Pharmacology across the Lifespan 
a. Pediatric Pharmacology 
b. Geriatric Pharmacology 

3. Nursing Process and Patient Teaching 
4. Over-the-Counter Medications 
5. Medication Administration in the Community Setting 
6. Herbal Therapy with Nursing Implications 
7. Pain Management 
8. Cultural, Legal and Ethical Issues in Pharmacology   
9. Anti-Inflammatory and Pain Management 
10. Anti-Infective Agents 

a. Antibacterial 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS: 

• Recorded Lecture 

• EAQ 

• Simulation-Shadow Health 

 
EVALUATION OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT: 
Students will have the opportunity to earn their grade through chapter quizzes, midterm and 
final exams, chapter assignments, a cultural competence paper, and an individual teaching 
care plan.  
 
A= 93-100 
B= 86-92 
C= 80-85 
D= 70-79 
F=   Below 70 
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INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: 
Textbooks 
Lilley, L.L., Rainforth-Collins, S., & Snyder, J., (2022).  Pharmacology and the Nursing 

Process, 10th ed. St. Louis, MO:  Elsevier. 
Hubert, R. J., & VanMeter, K. (2021). Gould’s Pathophysiology for the Health 

Professions (7th ed.). St. Louis, MO: Elsevier. 
Skidmore-Roth, L. (2022). Nursing Drug Reference (35th ed.). St. Louis, MO: Elsevier 
 
Resources 
Evolve Shadow Health 
Evolve Sherpath 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES AND GOALS: 
Institutional Learning Outcomes 

 1) Communication – to communicate effectively; 

 2) Inquiry – to apply critical, logical, creative, aesthetic, or quantitative analytical 

reasoning to formulate a judgement or conclusion;  

 3) Social Consciousness – to understand what it means to be a socially conscious 

person, locally and globally; 

 4) Responsibility – to recognize how personal choices affect self and society. 

 
Course Outcomes and Competencies 
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
1. Recognize the nurse's role and responsibility in understanding the nursing process 

and nursing judgment. 
 1.1 List and describe the 5 phases of the nursing process. 

1.2 Implement the 5 phases of the nursing process when planning care for a 
patient receiving medications.   
 

2. Identify and begin to utilize basic communication methods and techniques in various 
settings to deliver relationship-centered care 

 2.1 Identify, discuss and describe basic communication methods. 
2.2 Identify, discuss and describe basic communications methods used when 
interacting with patients receiving medications 
2.3 Utilize and integrate varied communication methods, and prioritize their 
implementation in various settings. 
2.4 Begin to describe and implement relationship-centered care  

 
3. Describe and demonstrate therapeutic and evidence-based nursing interventions in 

providing holistic care to clients/aggregates through the use of simulation and case 
studies. 

3.1 Develop a nursing care plan as related to specific pharmacokinetic principles 
and the nursing process. 
3.2 Identify the components of the assessment process for patients receiving 
medications, including collection and analysis of subjective and objective data 
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4. Recognize the importance of continuous quality and safety initiatives to improve 
client care and outcomes. 

4.1 Discuss the connection between Quality and Safety Education for Nurses 
(QSEN) and the improvement of patient outcomes for patients receiving 
medications. 
4.2 Understand the influence and importance of EBP for the patient receiving 
medications.   
4.3 Describe assessment activities designed to identify client’s physical, 
psychosocial, and cognitive status as it pertains to safety for the patient receiving 
medications.  
4.4 Discuss the correct steps in administering drugs via oral, topical, ophthalmic, 
otic, nasal, inhalation, vaginal, and rectal to various age groups. 

 
5. Describe the planning and provision of nursing care through simulation and case 

studies. 
5.1 Identify the planning phase of the nursing process with outcome identification 
as related to patients receiving medications 
5.2 Discuss the process of formulating human need statements (previous 
editions identified nursing diagnoses) for patients receiving medications. 

 
6. Identify the individual uniqueness and available resources for clients and 

communities through the use of case studies and simulation. 
6.1 Discuss the relevance of the general concepts of drug therapy as related to a 
variety of patients. 

 6.2 Discuss community support resources for the patient receiving medications.   
 
7. Identify attributes of professional behavior. 

7.1 Recognize medication administration as an active, dynamic and lifelong 
process of learning and continual improvement.   
7.2 Discuss the professional responsibility and standards of practice for the nurse 
as related to the medication administration process. 

 


