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ILLINOIS VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
 

COURSE OUTLINE 
 

 DIVISION: Workforce Development 
 

COURSE:  DLH 2215 Community Dental Health 
 

  
Date:        Spring 2021 

  
Credit Hours:  2 
   
Prerequisite(s): Successful completion of all summer semester courses listed in the 
   Dental Hygiene A.A.S. Degree 
 
Delivery Method:    Lecture 2 Contact Hours (1 contact = 1 credit hour) 

  Seminar  0  Contact Hours (1 contact = 1 credit hour) 

  Lab   0  Contact Hours (2-3 contact = 1 credit hour) 

  Clinical   0  Contact Hours (3 contact = 1 credit hour) 

  Online      

  Blended        

   
Offered:   Fall       Spring       Summer  
 
IAI Equivalent –Only for Transfer Courses-go to http://www.itransfer.org:       
  
 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 
This course presents concepts of health education and promotion, community dental 
health, and public health dentistry. Students gain background knowledge in 
assessment, planning, implementation, and evaluation of community oral health 
programs. Field experience in selected social settings permits student participation in 
community health care planning. 
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GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS ADDRESSED 
  [See last page for Course Competency/Assessment Methods Matrix.] 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able:  
 [Choose up to three goals that will be formally assessed in this course.] 

 
 To apply analytical and problem solving skills to personal, social, and professional 

issues and situations. 

 To communicate successfully, both orally and in writing, to a variety of audiences.  

 To construct a critical awareness of and appreciation for diversity. 

 To understand and use technology effectively and to understand its impact on the 

individual and society. 

 To develop interpersonal capacity. 

 To recognize what it means to act ethically and responsibly as an individual and as a 

member of society. 

 To recognize what it means to develop and maintain a healthy lifestyle in terms of 

mind, body, and spirit. 

 To connect learning to life.    

 
EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES AND RELATED COMPETENCIES: 
 [Outcomes related to course specific goals. See last page for more information.] 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
1. Discuss Dental Public Health 

1.1. Define public health 

1.2. Describe the evolution of public health science and practice 

1.3. Define dental public health 

1.4. Describe factors affecting dental public health 

2. Discuss Prevention Movement 

2.1. Describe the history of dental hygiene in relation to dental public health 

2.2. Define the historical development and mission of the American Dental Hygienists' 

Association 

2.3. List and describe the current public health preventive modalities practiced today 

2.4. Defend the need for preventive modalities in dental public health practice 

3. Discuss Dental Care Delivery in the United States 

3.1. Describe the state of dental health in the United States 

3.2. Identify the government agencies related to dental hygiene 

3.3. Compare the function of federal, state, and local government in dental care delivery 

3.4. Describe dental workforce issues 

3.5. Define need, supply, demand, and utilization 

4. Discuss Financing of Dental Hygiene Care 

4.1. Describe the current methods of payment for dental care 

4.2. Define and apply terminology associated with financing dental care 

4.3. Identify the different insurance plans available for dental care 

4.4. Describe the role of the government in financing dental care 

5. Discuss Advocacy for Dental Hygiene Care 

5.1. Identify four roles that the dental hygienist can assume as an agent of change 

5.2. Describe the various levels of change agent performance 



 

Curriculum Committee – Course Outline Form Revised 12/5/2016  Page 3 of 8 

    

5.3. Utilize tools and resource models to implement change 

5.4. Identify the role of the change agent in policy making 

5.5. Promote partnership and coalition development 

5.6. Identify components of grant writing 

6. Discuss Dental Hygiene, Global Community 

6.1. Describe the evolution of dental hygiene in countries other than the United States 

6.2. Identify global oral health challenges and the positioning of dental hygiene care 

6.3. Describe the historical perspective of global dental hygiene 

6.4. Describe the global workforce distribution and access to dental hygiene care 

6.5. Explain changes in dental hygiene and work roles 

6.6. Explain changes in professional regulation 

6.7. Define gender issues related to the dental hygiene profession 

6.8. Describe portability of licensure and other professions providing care 

6.9. Explain the challenges of global oral health 

7. Discuss Federal and State Legislation Affecting Dental Hygiene Practice 

7.1. Explain the legislative process in the United States 

7.2. Identify the major bodies of law in the United States 

7.3. Describe the entity responsible for regulation of the dental hygienist 

7.4. Advocate for the utilization of a dental hygienist without restrictive barriers 

7.5. Describe the legislative initiatives affecting dental hygienists in the United States 

8. Discuss Dental Health education and Promotion 

8.1. Define dental health education and promotion 

8.2. Describe health education and promotion principles 

8.3. Outline the different learning and motivation theories 

9. Discuss Lesson Plan Development 

9.1. Explain the dental hygiene process of care 

9.2. Describe the process of lesson plan development 

9.3. Identify and describe teaching methods 

9.4. Identify the characteristics of an effective teacher 

9.5. Develop a lesson plan 

10. Discuss Program Planning 

10.1. Define the dental hygiene process of care program planning paradigm 

10.2. Describe the various program planning paradigms 

10.3. Describe various dental public health programs 

10.4. Develop a dental public health program plan 

11. Discuss Program evaluation 

11.1. Describe the mechanisms of program evaluation 

11.2. Compare qualitative and quantitative evaluation 

11.3. Identify various dental indexes and define their purpose 

12. Discuss Target Populations 

12.1. Define target populations to whom dental hygienists may provide services 

12.2. Describe faith-based initiatives 

12.3. Define target profiles 

12.4. Identify barriers to dental hygiene care 

13. Discuss Cultural Competency 

13.1. Describe how cultural values regarding health care can affect oral health habits 

13.2. Identify how culture influences the way people communicate 
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13.3. Define cultural competency and its significance in caring for a culturally diverse 

population 

14. Discuss Careers in Dental Public Health 

14.1. Describe dental public health careers 

14.2. Identify various governmental careers in dental public health 

14.3. Define dental hygiene positions in a variety of settings 

15. Discuss Strategies for Creating Dental Hygiene Positions in Dental Public Health Settings 

15.1. List the populations most in need of dental hygiene care 

15.2. Describe the paradigm for creating a dental hygiene position 

15.3. Develop protocol for a newly developed dental hygiene position 

16. Discuss Oral Epidemiology 

16.1. Define oral epidemiology and describe the uses of epidemiology 

16.2. Relate epidemiology to evidence-based practice 

16.3. Define common epidemiologic terms 

16.4. Relate measurement to epidemiology 

16.5. List and describe various publications that report oral epidemiology in the United 

States 

16.6. Describe ways to increase validity of epidemiologic research methods 

17. Discuss Current Oral Epidemiological Findings 

17.1. Describe the current epidemiological issues of disease 

17.2. Describe the current epidemiological issues of conditions 

18. Discuss Biostatistics 

18.1. Define and describe data analysis and interpretation 

18.2. Identify data by their type and scale of measurement 

18.3. Define and describe descriptive, correlation and inferential statistics 

18.4. Select and compute appropriate measures of central tendency and measures of 

dispersion for various types of data 

18.5. Describe and construct frequency distributions and graphs for various types of data 

18.6. Interpret research results 

19. Discuss Evaluation of Scientific Literature and Dental Products 

19.1. Describe how to evaluate dental care products 

19.2. Defend the dental hygienists' value in advocating the use of effective dental care 

products and treatment modalities 

19.3. Educate the public in evaluating dental care products 

19.4. Effectively critique dental research reported in dental and lay publications 

20. Discuss Research in Dental Hygiene 

20.1. Explain the purpose of dental hygiene research 

20.2. Discuss the use of evidence-based practice in dental hygiene 

20.3. Describe the role of ethics in research 

20.4. Identify the role of government and private entities in research 

20.5. Explain the connection between research and private practice 

21. Discuss Research Approaches and Design 

21.1. Describe and compare various research approaches 

21.2. Describe various research designs used in oral epidemiology 

21.3. Describe methods used to conduct research studies 

21.4. List the parts of a research design 

 



 

Curriculum Committee – Course Outline Form Revised 12/5/2016  Page 5 of 8 

    

MAPPING LEARNING OUTCOMES TO GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS 
 [For each of the goals selected above, indicate which outcomes align with the goal.] 

 

Goals Outcomes 

First Goal  

To communicate 
successfully, both 
orally and in writing, 
to a variety of 
audiences. 
 
 
 

19.1. Defend the dental hygienists' value in 
advocating the use of effective dental care 
products and treatment modalities 

19.2. Educate the public in evaluating dental care 
products 

19.3. Effectively critique dental research reported in 
dental and lay publications 

Second Goal  

To recognize what it 
means to act 
ethically and 
responsibly as an 
individual and as a 
member of society. 
 
 

7.1. Explain the legislative process in the United 
States 

7.2. Identify the major bodies of law in the United 
States 

7.3. Describe the entity responsible for regulation of 
the dental hygienist 

7.4. Advocate for the utilization of a dental hygienist 
without restrictive barriers 

7.5. Describe the legislative initiatives affecting 
dental hygienists in the United States 

 

Third Goal  

To connect learning 
to life.    
 

16.5. List and describe various publications that 
report oral epidemiology in the United States 

 
COURSE TOPICS AND CONTENT REQUIREMENTS: 

I.  Dental Public Health 

a. public health 

b. evolution of public health science and practice 

c. dental public health 

d. factors affecting dental public health 

II. Prevention Movement 

a. history of dental hygiene in relation to dental public health 

b. historical development and mission of the American Dental Hygienists' Association 

c. current public health preventive modalities practiced today 

d. preventive modalities in dental public health practice 

III.  Dental Care Delivery in the United States 

a. dental health in the United States 

b. government agencies related to dental hygiene 

c. function of federal, state, and local government  

d. dental workforce issues 

e. need, supply, demand, and utilization 
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IV. Financing of Dental Hygiene Care 

a. methods of payment  

b. terminology  

c. insurance plans  

d. role of the government  

V. Advocacy for Dental Hygiene Care 

a. roles that the dental hygienist can assume as an agent of change 

b. various levels of change agent performance 

c. tools and resource models 

d. role of the change agent in policy making 

e. partnership and coalition development 

f. components of grant writing 

VI. Dental Hygiene, Global Community 

a. dental hygiene in countries other than the United States 

b. global oral health challenges  

c. historical perspective  

d. global workforce distribution and access  

e. changes in dental hygiene and work roles 

f. changes in professional regulation 

g. gender issues  

h. portability of licensure and other professions providing care 

i. challenges of global oral health 

VII. Federal and State Legislation Affecting Dental Hygiene Practice 

a. legislative process in the United States 

b. major bodies of law in the United States 

c. entity responsible for regulation of the dental hygienist 

d. utilization of a dental hygienist without restrictive barriers 

e. legislative initiatives affecting dental hygienists in the United States 

VIII. Dental Health education and Promotion 

a. definition 

b. health education and promotion principles 

c. different learning and motivation theories 

IX. Lesson Plan Development 

a. dental hygiene process of care 

b. process of lesson plan development 

c. teaching methods 

d. characteristics of an effective teacher 

e. lesson plan 

X. Program Planning 

a. dental hygiene process of care program planning paradigm 

b. program planning paradigms 

c. dental public health programs 

d. dental public health program plan 

XI. Program evaluation 

a. mechanisms of program evaluation 

b. qualitative and quantitative evaluation 

c. dental indexes  
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XII. Target Populations 

a. Definition 

b. faith-based initiatives 

c. target profiles 

d. barriers to dental hygiene care 

XIII. Cultural Competency 

a. oral health habits 

b. communication 

c. culturally diverse population 

XIV. Careers in Dental Public Health 

a. governmental careers  

b. dental hygiene positions in a variety of settings 

XV. Strategies for Creating Dental Hygiene Positions in Dental Public Health Settings 

a. populations most in need of dental hygiene care 

b. paradigm for creating a dental hygiene position 

c. protocol for a newly developed dental hygiene position 

XVI. Oral Epidemiology 

a. definition 

b. evidence-based practice 

c. epidemiologic terms 

d. measurement  

e. publications  

f. validity  

XVII. Current Oral Epidemiological Findings 

a. current issues of disease 

b. current issues of conditions 

XVIII. Biostatistics 

a. definition 

b. data 

c. descriptive, correlation and inferential statistics 

d. measures of central tendency and measures of dispersion  

e. construct frequency distributions and graphs  

f. research results 

XIX. Evaluation of Scientific Literature and Dental Products 

a. evaluate dental care products 

b. effective dental care products and treatment modalities 

c. evaluating dental care products 

d. dental research reported in dental and lay publications 

XX. Research in Dental Hygiene 

a. purpose of dental hygiene research 

b. evidence-based practice  

c. role of ethics  

d. role of government and private entities  

e. research and private practice 

XXI. Research Approaches and Design 

a. definition 

b. research designs  

c. methods used to conduct research studies 

d. research design 
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INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS: 

 Lecture 

 Power Points 

 Class discussion 

 Demonstration 

 Visual aids - videos, models, slides 

 Exams and quizzes 

 Community Service at local schools  

 Problem solving exercises 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: 
Beatty, C. F. (2016). Community Oral Health Practice for the Dental Hygienist (4th ed.). 

Elsevier. 
 
STUDENT REQUIREMENTS AND METHODS OF EVALUATION: 
The following grading scale will be used as a guide in determining the final grade for this 
course: 
 
A= 92-100 
B= 83-91 
C= 75-82 
D= 68-74 
F= 67 and below 
 
OTHER REFERENCES 
Blue, C. M. (2017). Darby’s Comprehensive Review of Dental Hygiene (8th ed.). 

Elsevier Inc. 
Bowen, D. M., & Pieren, J. A. (2019). Darby and Walsh Dental Hygiene: Theory and 

Practice, (5th ed.). Elsevier Inc. 
 
 


