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SCIENCE IN 3 STEPS

THE SCIENCE OF INCLUDING EVERY BODY

When biology instructor Lauri Carey adapted her teaching
methods to accommodate students  with documented
disabilities, she learned that other students used them too.

"More students will probably use them than you'll ever know.
Students might prefer reading closed captioning to just listening.
Or they might use a screen reader if they want to hear a
presentation. If you design a course to help people that need it,
youre also designing it for a broader audience and including
everybody.’

Lauri’'s accessibility efforts started before the pandemic-
induced remote learning forced instructors to re-think their
delivery. If a student had mobility issues, a classmate was
assigned to help. Students with hearing impairments read
transcriptions that Lauri edited and corrected because the
automated software didn't recognize scientific terms.

She made PowerPoints and notes available, extended testing
time or adjusted materials for students who were color blind.

Adaptations can be "an extra step, and they can take time, if
you want a course to look good. But | want my students - all of
them - to succeed, so | do whatever | need to do to get to that
point.”

Online learning and science aren’t automatically a successful
mix, and Lauri experimented with different online methods even
pre-pandemic. Her current program using “virtual labs™ seems to
be working well for students, though as an instructor she'd still
prefer seeing them perform hands on in the lab.

Lauri says broadening her delivery to include multiple media
and making courses more accessible has become part of her
mindset, and students can expect her to continue that even when
things return to "normal.”



'TAKE A DEEP BREATH -- AND JUST DO IT! i

That's how adult student Patricia Dillard approached the

IVCC Foundation's deadline for scholarship applications last
year. (www.studentaid.gov)

‘I was nervous. I'm not very good at writing, but | wanted
to see if | could do it,” she said. "It was well worth it!”"

‘Dumbfounded!” was her reaction when she learned she'd
been awarded two scholarships. "I had thought, no way!" The
scholarships were morale-boosters and a step on this Marine
veteran's way to attaining a human services degree and

working with military veterans.

Patti took great care with the essay portion of the SBH["-ARSHIP APPLIEATIUNS
application. She fine-tuned rough drafts and had them
proofread. She credits the encouragement of Tina Hardy,

Cynthia Cardosi and the Foundation staff for helping her
through the application process.

$cholarshi $b the Number$
pe by

www.ivcc.edu/scholarships

'20-'21 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

"How to be an Antiracist” by Ibram X.
Kendi is the inaugural serection in ARRANGE ABE"MM"DATI"NS
IVCC's new One Book, One College
initiative, sponsored by Jacobs tina_hardy@ivcc.edu or
Library and the Diversity, Equity & [BRGHEEERZZEsEL
Inclusion Committee.

Students, faculty and staff will read
a book about a current issue and
together examine its effects locally
and globally. TEAMWORK WORKS!

The program launches in January.
A list of events will be announced
soon.

Download the book through this

Jacobs Library link: libguides.ivcc.edu.

Counseling 815-224-0360;
Registration 815-224-0447.
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